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THE OLD HOMESTEAD 


“The Old Homestead” built in 1847, by Wellington A. Clark, on 
lot number 57, which today is 227 South Court Street, Crown Point, 
Indiana, is a symbol of the pioneer period. It is the original structure, 
always carefully maintained, but never remodeled. It was modernized 
in order to be more comfortable. There has been continuous residence 
by Mr. and Mrs. Wellington A. Clark and family. Their granddaugh- 
ter, Claribelle Clark Bevan (Mrs. James A.), resided here until her 
death, January 31, 1965. She deeded the property to the city of 
Crown Point, to become an historie residence for the public to visit. 
It is primarily a home, rather than a museum. It was officially opened 
the first Wednesday of May, 1966, as a feature of the Indiana Sesqui- 
centennial celebration. jf 


The Old Homestead 


Crown Point’s historic “Old Homestead” at 227 South 
Court Street, was opened to the public May 4, 1966. This 
event was a part of the sesquicentennial program sponsored 
by our city during the statewide “birthday party” planned by 
the Indiana commission. Banquets and programs held in each 
of the ninety-two counties on April 19 was the kickoff. The 
farewell was statehood day, December 11, 1966. Local affairs 
were held on intervening days. Rich rewards were renewed 
interest in the legends, documents brought out, facts dis- 
covered and a realization that Indiana citizens have a price- 
less heritage. 


“The Old Homestead” was built by Wellington A. Clark 
in 1847. The pioneer settlers built wisely and well. Progress 
has wrought changes and the old landmarks have gradually 
disappeared. Additions and subdivisions have pushed the vil- 
lage limits out over the farmlands. The dirt roads have be- 
come paved streets, candles have been replaced by the kerosene 
lamps, then the gas jets, and now the electric lights. The 
“Old Homestead” has stood like a little sentinel at the edge of 
the public square in the “Hub,” the county seat of Lake Coun- 
ty, for one hundred and nineteen years. It has never been 
remodeled. 


Three generations of the Clarks, the sole owners, have 
lived there. Granddaughter, Claribel Clark Bevan (Mrs. 


James A.), died in January, 1965. She had held a cherished 
dream for years that the place should become an historic site. 
It qualified in so many ways. As the oldest house in the com- 
munity it was a link, an unbroken connection of our past with 
the present. Mrs. Bevan willed her property to the city of 
Crown Point with the idea in mind. As a member of the His- 
torical Association of Lake County, she had confided her plan 
and they had advanced to her $1,000.00 to be considered as a 
payment for a part in the future plan. In the spring of 1965 
a corporation board was organized. The directors named 
were: William Kerth by the city council, Peter Brown by the 
Chamber of Commerce, Mrs. Roy Holley by the Julia Watkins 
BrasS Chapter, NSDAR, Mrs. Joseph E. Brown by the His- 
torical Association of Lake County, and Richard Falkiner, 
Sr., by the Veterans of World War I, Barracks No. 938. The 
schedule announced by this committee was: the door will be 
opened at 1:30 P.M. until 4:30 P.M., Wednesday, Saturday 
and Sunday of each week, May through September. It will be 
opened by appointment the other months of the year. Call 
Mrs. Holley, hostess chairman. “The Questers,” the Histori- 
cal Association, the N.S.D.A.R. local chapter, and Barracks 
No. 938 have volunteered duty as hostesses and hosts on their 
assigned days. 


All arrangements to put the “Old Homestead” in order 
have been made by two close dear friends of Mrs. Bevan: 
Mrs. Holley and her daughter, Janet. They knew her wishes 
and were familiar with the surroundings. They have con- 
tinued to supervise the maintenance of this charming place 
and the precious antiques. 


Admission is free. However, a token gift, when registra- 
tion in the guest book is made, is appreciated and helps defray 
incidental expenses such us lights. There is no fund at present 
to promote this project. It is self supporting. 


Most encouraging was the total of registered guests; not 
only individuals from nine different states, but the Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, school classes, especially history, women’s 
groups of varied interests from our county and nearby coun- 
ties who came to “tour” or to hold a meeting in the “homey 
atmosphere.” Almost a thousand have passed through the 
friendly looking doorway. 

The first name written in our guestbook is “Daniel 
Boone.” Tom Hamilton, an Owen County, Indiana, rural 
route mai] carrier, conceived the idea of impersonating that 
popular Hoosier pioneer and traveling from county seat to 


county seat throughout the state during the sesquicentennial 
celebration. He visited other cities, too. The date of our grand 
opening the colorful figure appeared on the front door step 
attired in authentic garb: coonskin cap, leather jacket, bur- 
lap leggings and moccasins. His luxurious beard and flowing 
hair, grown for the occasion, presented a strikingly effective 
publicity stunt. He carried a flintlock, double-barrel rifle 
made in the 1790s by Bird and Ashmore, Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania. Mr. Hamilton commended our project as most laud- 
able for the sesquicentennial year when Hoosier heritage is 
the keynote. ji 


The story, based on facts, that will now be told, verifies 
without a doubt the worthiness of the “Old Homestead” to be 
termed an historic site: 


“WARRANTY DEED.—for hushand and wife: Know all 
men—by these presents—that I—SOLON ROBINSON of the 
county of Lake and state of Indiana, and I~MARTHA ROB- 
INSON—wife of said SOLON, for and in consideration of the 
sum of fifty dollars to us in hand, paid to our full satisfaction 
by WELLINGTON A. CLARK, have bargained, granted, sold 
and confirmed; and by the act of signing this deed, the said 
MARIAH doth fully relinquish her DOWER and the said 
SOLON doth fully confirm unto the said WELLINGTON (A. 
CLARK) in fee simple and to his heir and assigns forever, all, 
that certain lot, tract, parcel and piece of land, lying and being 
situated in the county of Lake in Congressional Township 
number 34—North; Range—8 West; more particularly to be 
described as ‘that’ lot in the town of Crown Point, Known as 
LOT number fifty three (53) and so marked upon the re- 
corded plot of said town, which—but is supposed to contain 
one half acre, ete.... 


“In witness whereof, we have here unto set our hand and 
seal on this twenty fifth day of February in the year Eighteen- 
hundred and forty seven. 


“SOLON ROBINSON (-*-) 

“MARIAH ROBINSON (-*-) 

“GEORGE EARLE, a Justice of the Peace. 

“25th day of February, Eighteen-hundred and 
forty seven.” 


The origin of Crown Point was the public auction, No- 
vember 19, 1840. Solon Robinson and Judge William Clark 
made it possible for land to be surveyed into town lots that 
were sold at prices that ranged from $11.00 to $127.50 on a 


two, three and four-year credit plan. The boundaries of the 
village were present North, East, South and West Streets. The 
intersection of Clark and Main Streets is the center of the 
area, 


Solon Robinson, the promoter of the project, was a shrewd 
leader and keen businessman. He reserved a portion of his 
land from the auction to make gifts to the public then and for 
the indefinite future. In the one hundred block, south, where 
the Lake County Courthouse is, was a square acreage which 
he called the “Commons” or a park for the citizens. In the 
three hundred block of South Court Street, where the South 
Ward Elementary Schoolhouse stands, were lots for educa- 
tional purposes. Two religious groups, the Methodist and the 
Presbyterian, were given lots on which to build churches. The 
former on the east side of the two hundred block of South 
Main, the latter in the same block of South Court Street. The 
stipulation was that if the land were ever sold the proceeds 
must be invested for the same purposes. This was observed 
when the Methodists bought the “William Clark Reserve” at 
the corners of East, South and Main Streets for their location 
in 1956. 


Almost directly across the street from the Presbyterian 
Church is Lot number 53 which Wellington A. Clark pur- 
chased. The little cottage is framed by dark pines and tower- 
ing trees; in the summer time there is a border of gay an- 
nuals and perennials and flowering shrubs. Mary Hackley 
Clark, Mrs. Wellington A., had “‘a green thumb” and Claribel 
Clark Bevan inherited the “‘touch.” In the “back yard” there 
was a vegetable garden which produced lush varieties during 
the growing season. Winter snows gently laid a white blanket 
over all and made the house look snug and cozy. Atop the 
ridge of the gabled roof was an iron weather vane that proudly 
revolved with the winds as it kept faithful watch spring, sum- 
mer, autumn and winter, year after year. 


There might have been at one time a shag shingle roof. 
There has always been a vlistening white coat of paint. Dark 
green shutters sheltered windows. The narrow front porch 
seems to have been built “in” while the south and the west 
side porches may have been added. Each entrance beckons 
welcome. 


Although there has never been a remodeling there has 
been a room or two added as the need arose with a growing 
family. Evidence of these changes are observed as one notices 


the off-angle window sills, the slanting door frames, the dif- 
ferent widths of wood-work boards, and the uneven floors. A 
bedroom was “finished off” where the unloading space for the 
fire-logs had been. The original floor plan seems to provide 
for a bedroom and the parlor-livingroom across the east or 
front of the house. The other rooms are a big family room, 
a pantry, kitchen, storage or utility room, and an unfinished 
space one might call a woodshed. The second bedroom is “the 
finished off” one described. A narrow steep stairway, almost 
ladderlike, leads to the low attic; the center has a high enough 
ceiling and broad enough floor area to be used as a bedroom. 


In these rooms where the highly-esteemed and beloved 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Wellington A. Clark, and their grand- 
daughter, Claribel, extended a cordial welcome and gracious 
hospitality, there lingers the same pleasant atmosphere. 


Many of the furnishings today are the Clarks and placed 
where they had them or used them. Each item is tagged and 
registered in a ledger by number. Dates and identification, 
as to former ownership, have been requested from each donor 
so that there will be an authentic account to tell the visitors. 
Also, in each room is a poster listing the articles in that par- 
ticular place. 


A house, as it was built on the original site, stands as a 
memorial to the pioneer period and to the individuals who held 
high the standards of good citizenship and who by their serv- 
ice contributed richly to our heritage. Not only were they 
friends to all but by their daily life personified their religious 
and patriotic beliefs. 


Thus is dedicated the “Old Homestead” as an historical 
place. May the future citizens continue to enjoy its hospi- 
tality and learn the story of life in that yesteryear by seeing 
the mementoes assembled. Welcome—thrice welcome. 


(Submitted by Avis Bryant Brown [Mrs. Joseph E.], his- 
torical secretary of the Historical Association of Lake County.) 


A LAKE COUNTY PIONEER. 


Photo by Vilmer. 


Wellington A. Clark. 
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